February being the month of Valentine’s Day, it’s always easier to
write or speak on love. Generally, you have to reference the romantic
side of that emotion to make sense connecting it to the month of end-
less sentimental cards and boxes of chocolates! Yet, I want to encour-
age you that love is not just the key to a healthy romantic relationship,
it is the bedrock on which any faith community is built. We know from
Peter’s testimony that the church, theologically, is built on the reality
of who Jesus is, “The Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew
16:16-18). Yet, the community of faith is made up of those who have
surrendered their lives to follow Jesus. The love of Jesus leads to loving
like Jesus which fosters the love you have for others who participate with
you. One of the greatest encouragements in life is when you lock arms
with other people who look to love in Jesus’ name. You, then, learn the privilege of serving, and
caring, and doing life with imperfect people just like you--who rely on the relentless grace and
unyielding forgiveness of the Son of God. There are many passages in Scripture which speak to
this, but let me instead share a passage from a book written by a man who is not a Christian (to
my knowledge) but one who understands the importance of community and purpose.
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In his important work, Leaders Eat Last, author & speaker, Simon Sinek asserts:
This is what it means to be a part of something bigger than ourselves. That we are a
part of a movement that will live on beyond the goals we set or the lives of the people
who set them. It is the camaraderie and shared purpose, as much as the milestones we
set, that gives our lives meaning. It is only by committing to a path, remaining stead-
fast on that journey, sticking it out through thick and thin, marching shoulder-to shoul-
der with those who share our values and our vision that we can ever find that deep
sense of joy, satisfaction and fulfillment in our lives.

My prayer for you, in this “month of love”, is that you reflect on the beauty of being called to a
life that exemplifies the love of Jesus. And, beyond that, the pleasure of living that life with
others who are called to do the same. That you seek and enjoy the exhilaration of a faith commu-
nity--people with whom you share the discouraging and the victorious seasons of life. Further,
that you will invite others to do the same, so that you will all know satisfaction and fulfillment in
your life!

February...the month
of love...chocolates,
roses...all that mushy
stuff. Well, I hope you
have a great February,
and know that the light
at the end of the pan-
demic tunnel is hopefully
getting brighter (and
hope it's not a train ready to run you
down!).
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While we continue to see any updates
of aerosol studies, we still need to main-
tain social distancing and wearing masks
while we are gathered together. I still
love seeing those faces lighting up and
hearing your voices being raised in our
time of worship.

After being in lockdown during these
last couple of months, it was wonderful
to be able to see my students face-to-
face as well as making some wonderful
musical sounds. I am so looking forward
to seeing the church choir be able to
rehearse and sing in our worship ser-
vices again. But until then, keep praying
for an end to this pandemic, keep mov-
ing forward in your relationship with
God, and lift each other in this crucial
time.

*ala Finding Nemo* Just keep swim-
ming, just keep swimming...

Brett R. Burton, Worship Pastor
edgewoodbaptistmusic@gmail.com

Hello Edgewood faith family!

Cody Dean
Associate Pastor
of Discipleship

While we are still in a weird place in our world, ministry is still happening in hgreat and awesome ways! [ want to
encourage you to check out a few different things going on this month. On February 6", from 10:30-Noon you can partic-
ipate in the Gospel to Every Home training at Crosswoods Baptist Church where we will be learning how to safely and
effectively get the Gospel to Every Home in Jessamine County. This will be a great opportunity to connect (even from a
distance) with other people in the churches we are partnering with in this great ministry opportunity.

Another training that is happening this month is we will be having an Usher training on February 27" at 10:30
am. This is for our current ushers as well as people who would be interesting in investing in this ministry to be a part of

our welcoming environment here at Edgewood! If you do not feel comfortable attending in person there will be an online

brocodydean@gmail.com Version available within a couple of days afterwards, please feel free to reach out to me with any questions that you have!
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HERE TO SERVE
NURSERY
Feb.7 ... S. Dean/Addelyn Moody

Feb. 14..Laura Burton/Haylee Moody
Feb. 21 ...Robby Irgang/Talan Moody
Feb. 28 ..........Kristen Irgang/D. Dean
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Search Edgewood Baptist Church
Nicholasville on YouTube to find services.

Send text to
EBC edgewood life/give 52014
717 8. Main Street E-check In message, type . :
Nicholasville, KY 40356 Debit/Credit Cards  the following: Dr. Alex Kinchen, Interim Pastor
@edgewoadbe Cody Dean, Associate Pastor
Give (Amount)

Brett Burton, Worship Pastor




